
 

                

Newsletter for  January/February 2020 

A Note from the teacher… 
Welcome back!  

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2020-the year of vision 
 
 I am hoping that you had a nice holiday break with 
your children and families. We look forward to 
learning so much more before the end of the year. 
We will be administering the Access test to 
determine your students’ growth in English 
language proficiency. 
~Mrs. Bowen 

SPOTLIGHT ON WEBSITES:   
 

https://www.ted.com/ 
 

Here you can find hundreds of fascinating short 
lectures by experts in everything from design to 
psychology. Although not strictly a website for 
learning English, it is very accessible to non-

native speakers. Subtitles are available in 
English for every talk; unlike subtitles for movies 
and TV shows, which are abbreviated versions 

of the actual dialogue, TED subtitles are 
complete, meaning they’re great for listening 

practice. A transcript is also available. 

What is English language proficiency? Language proficiency is a 
measurement of where students are in the process of language 
development.  

 
Upcoming Important Dates:   

ACCESS Testing Jan 21-Feb 11  

February 12-Parent/Teacher Conferences 

February 13-17- Winter Break (NO 

SCHOOL) 

March 17 ST. PATRICK’S DAY- no school 

March 20- Issue 3rd nine weeks Report 

Cards 

April 6- April 10-Spring Holidays NO 

SCHOOL 

April 22- Issue 4th nine weeks progress 

reports 

May 22- Last day of school 

High expectations can motivate your child to 
succeed in school 

Don’t just hope your child will succeed— expect him to 

succeed! If you express high, yet realistic, expectations 

for your child, he’s likely to meet them. To help your 

elementary schooler succeed in the classroom and beyond:  

• Don’t act surprised when he does well. Did your child just 

bring home a B+ on a super-hard science test?    Instead of 

acting shocked, act like you never doubted that he’d do 

well. “That’s awesome! I knew all of your extra studying 

this week would pay off!”  

• Support him when he stumbles. Never belittle your child 

when he messes up. Remind him that failure happens to 

everyone sometimes. Besides, plenty of other people in the 

world will be there to criticize him. That’s why your 

constant love and acceptance are so vital. Always be your 

child’s “safe place.”  

• Discourage “victim mode.” When unfortunate things 

happen, don’t chalk them up to bad luck or a mean teacher. 

That will make your child feel as if he’s a victim and has no 

control over situations. Instead, empower him to take 

action. When something goes wrong, ask him what he 

learned from it. Help him think about how he might handle 

similar situations in the future. 
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ACCESS TESTING INFORMATION: 

I have sent a note to let you know information on this test and your child’s particular testing dates. If 

you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. Here is just a brief summary of what the 

test encompasses and how the test will be administered. 

Access Test 

WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 What is ACCESS for ELLs 2.0? ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 is an English 

language proficiency assessment for Grades K–12. The test is administered every year to help 

school districts monitor the English language development of students identified as English 

language learners. What is the purpose of the test? ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 measures students’ 

abilities to understand and produce English used within school settings. The four sections of 

the test are Listening, Reading, Speaking, and Writing. Why does my child have to take the 

test? Your child is identified as an English language learner. Your child will take the test every 

year until his/her scores meet the criteria to exit the language support program. Contact your 

child’s school for more information on how your child was identified as an English language 

learner. When will my child take the test? Every state sets a time frame for schools to 

administer ACCESS for ELLs 2.0. Schools schedule when students will take the four sections of 

the test during the testing time frame. Contact your child’s school for more specific 

information on when your child is scheduled to take ACCESS for ELLs 2.0. How are the test 

scores used? Scores from ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 can be used in many ways. Parents can use the 

scores to advocate for their child. Teachers use the scores to plan instruction and assessments. 

Districts use the scores to evaluate their language support programs, to monitor student 

progress in acquiring English, and to determine if a student is eligible to exit an English 

language support program. Scores are also used to meet federal and state accountability 

requirements. 

 


